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Rural Broadband Pilots – Key Messages 

Within the next year Lincolnshire will become one of the first authorities to start upgrading its 

broadband network with fibre optic cables, with around £57 million of private and public sector 

investment.  As a result of this at least 90% of premises will have access to Superfast Broadband 

which will be crucial for Lincolnshire’s economic growth and the future prosperity of its citizens and 

business.  

In April 2012, it was announced that three locations in Lincolnshire have been chosen to pilot 

superfast broadband technology and £300,000 of European Regional Development Funding (ERDF) 

has been allocated to develop a solution by September 2012.  

CDI Alliance, working with Lincoln based CDI Alliance Associate Globe Consultants, will coordinate 

the community and business engagement and provide support as part of this pilot scheme.  They will 

work with other key agencies in the three selected PA2 rural areas, which have been identified as 

the Wolds, the Coastal area of East Lindsey district and the Fens which also includes part of Boston 

Borough Council. 

Working with technical consultant Grey Sky, CDI Alliance and Globe will be working with community 

groups, supporting them to look at different methods of technology, funding and operational 

model’s.  

The three pilot schemes will be fully scoped within the EU procurement and State Aid Regulations.  If 

required, the communities in the three pilot areas will be supported to look at developing a business 

case, an operating model, and preparing an application to various funding sources; European 

Community Development Fund (ERDF), Rural Community Broadband Fund (RCBF), Coastal 

Communities Fund (CCF) and possibly private sector investment.  

CDI Alliance and Globe Consultants will also be supporting communities in the wider East Lindsey 

and Boston districts, outside pilot areas, to identify more opportunities to establish further local 

superfast broadband pilots.  

CDI Alliance and Globe Consultants will work to help communities and businesses to understand the 

huge opportunities that superfast broadband will bring to their remote rural areas and the benefits 

of using and introducing digital technologies as part of their personal or business activities.  

It is extremely important that all premises, both private and business properties, register their 

interest on the website http://www.onlincolnshire.org/ to allow us to assess the broadband 

requirements and allow us to identify the installation priorities. 
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